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2021 was a year of contrast. Denver experienced bitterly cold temperatures in February, a major blizzard in March, abundant rainfall in the spring,  hot, dry weather and 
smoky skies in the summer and drought conditions in the fall and early winter. The year started off mild and dry in January and turned much colder and  snowy in February 
as an Arctic air mass plunged into the region. Denver experienced wet conditions during the late winter and spring and was pummeled by a major blizzard in the middle of 
March. As spring transitioned  to summer, the weather turned hot and dry.  The hot and dry weather persisted through the summer with dry, mild  and breezy to windy 
conditions in the fall.  

By late fall and early winter, drought conditions worsened across eastern Colorado as moisture and snowfall was scarce. Denver measured it’s first measurable snowfall of 
0.3 inches on December 10th which is the latest first snowfall on record. Denver also broke the record for the most consecutive days of non measurable snow.  The extended 
period  of very dry weather, above normal temperatures  and breezy to windy conditions  led to the destructive Marshall Fire in the cities of Superior and Broomfield.  The 
year ended on a cold and snowy note as a storm system and cold front moved across Northeastern Colorado. Denver International Airport received its first meaningful  
snowfall of the season on December 31st, measuring 4.5 inches from the storm.  After a promising start, the year ended with above normal temperatures and  below normal
precipitation.
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This satellite image on the morning of August 16th shows smoke from
western U.S. fires over Colorado
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Colorado Drought Classification Maps from the U.S. Drought Monitor 

June 1, 2021

Dec 28, 2021

Wet weather during the late winter and spring months resulted in vastly 
improved drought conditions across North Central and Northeastern Colorado. 
Drought Conditions expanded eastward across the plains and worsened 
during the summer fall due to warm to hot temperatures and very dry weather. 



May 2021 Lush Green Vegetation

November 2021 Drought Conditions

Flatirons near Boulder, CO.

Flatirons near Boulder, CO.

These photos show the stark 
contrast between the lush 
vegetation along the base of 
The Flatiron’s in the spring 
to the very dry conditions 
In the fall.








